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MICCION

Connecting people, passion, and »
giving in the La Crosse area forever.

VISION

The catalyst for a uihrai.ﬂ,
ive community.

generous,

OUR GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

At all times we strive to
adhere to these principles for
our donors, nonprofit partners,
and the community:

Dear Fundholders, Donors, and Friends - Oh My!

| hope you read my salutation like the popular phrase “lions, tigers, and bears, oh my!" The La Crosse
Area Community Foundation (LACF) staff and board of directors had a lot of fun with last year’s
stewardship theme. | hope you enjoy reviewing this annual impact report to see the many ways we
were WILD ABOUT PHILANTHROPY last year.

We have so much to be grateful for in our community because of the generosity of our donors and
the hard work of our outstanding area nonprofits. Can you imagine what our community would look
like without our nonprofits and the philanthropy - your philanthropy! - that helps make their work

possible? It's a wild and terrifying thought.
That's why here at LACF, we're steadfastly focused on helping to nurture a culture of philanthropy

aimed at making La Crosse County not just a good place to live, but a great place to live... for everyone.

At LACF we believe philanthropy can be leveraged in even more impactful ways to help us realize our
vision of being the catalyst for a vibrant, generous, and inclusive community. And 2023 was a year
dedicated to learning and planning how to do that. The result is an exciting new strategic roadmap
to guide our work over the next four years and beyond. This new roadmap - which you can review on
page 25 - centers the work of our mission through an evolved lens: social capital.

During our planning exercises we adopted the reality that to successfully meet our mission of
connecting people, passion and giving in the La Crosse area forever, we must intentionally consider
the impact of all our decisions on equity. This is what will help us ensure that our work is advancing
the ability of every individual in La Crosse County to fully use their skills and gifts to benefit
themselves, their families, and our greater community. And our new lens of social capital is going to
be the quiding compass for our future work. | invite you to learn more about our social capital lens on

page 24,

[t truly is a WILD time at LACF. In addition to adopting a new strategic roadmap in 2023, we moved to
a larger and more accessible office, updated our brand to be more inclusive of our service region, and
continue to grow our staff to keep pace with our growing assets. This success would not be possible
if it were not for the dedication of current and previous LACF staff, the board of directors, committee
members, and our passionate fundholders and donors. THANK YOU!

Remember to Walk on the Wild Side,
Jamie

P.5. We hope you will always stay WILD ABOUT PHILANTHROPY and are
just as excited as we are to DISCOVER THE MAGIC of giving in 2024.

- We open our doors to everyone and anyone who aspires

to build upon the contributions of the past and present to
shape our county’s shared future

- We exist to amaze those we serve through nurturing

lifelong relationships that span generations

- We believe diverse voices, engagement, and participation

are essential to building and sustaining thriving
communities

- We are flexible, responsive, open to innovative strategies,

and able to take prompt action with ease

- We believe inthe transformative power of partnerships

around shared passions and objectives

- We are dedicated to being trusted stewards of our

community's past and future assets
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2025 GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
BY GRANT TYPE:

2023 Grant Year

In Review: The total amount awarded in grants and scholarships each year includes

grant distributions advised by our board through a quarterly competitive
grant program, by our fundholders through donor advised and designated
funds (noncompetitive), and through scholarship programs.

Breakdown by Grant Type

Noncompetitive  Competitive

Grants Grants
$35L150 ¢ 214,417 ¢1,023144

$4, ' 88, 7’ ' Awarded Awarded

total in grants and
scholarships
awarded in 2023

Scholarships
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Community Improvement Spotlight:
Centering Onalaska

Health & Human Services Spotlight: (A
Hmoob Housing First Program Expansion Bridge Funding :\i@

§
ol

Since 2003 Centering Onalaska has purchased flower baskets to display
across Onalaska. In 2023, Centering Onalaska received $7,500 to fill budget
and personnel cuts that created maintenance gaps within the Onalaska
Parks & Rec Department. Centering Onalaska's work allowed for the
purchase and maintenance of 56 flower baskets that line Main Street and
brighten City Hall. Something as simple as hanging flower baskets each
spring creates connections within the community, from elementary students
volunteering to admiration from visitors. Additionally, other communities
have reached out for strategies to implement this in their communities.

2023 GRANTEES

100 Men of Dane County

Alley Cat Allies Inc

Animal Rights Coalition

Associated Society-Animal Protection Ltd
Avoyelles Animal Welfare Society

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 7 Rivers Region
Bobs Free Bikes

Cataract Essential Services Inc

Cedar Falls Historical Society

Centering Onalaska

City of La Crosse Police Department

Collier Community Foundation

Consumer Reports

Coulee Region Humane Society

Coulee Region Hunger Walk Inc

Coulee Region Meow Mission

Dane County Humane Society Wildlife Center
Deke Slayton Memorial Space & Bicycle Museum
Feline Rescue Inc.

For Independent Hmong Farmers Corp.
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
Franciscan Spirituality Center of FSPA
Freedom Honor Flight Inc.

Habitat for Humanity-La Crosse Area
Heart2zHeart Pet Lifeline

Holmen Area Community Center

Humane Society of Louisiana

Jackson County Animal Shelter

La Crescent Animal Rescue Inc

La Crosse Neighborhoods Inc.

La Crosse Promise Inc.

La Crosse Public Library

League of Women Voters of the La Crosse Area
Marine Credit Union Foundation

Monroe County Animal Shelter

Monroe County Historical Society
Monroe County Shelter Care Inc

National Trust for Historic Preservation
Neigh N Bray Equine Rescue Inc

Never Forgotten Honor Hight

New Leash on Life Dog Rescue

No Kill Law & Advocacy Center

Onalaska Enhancement Foundation
Pastors United Community Advocacy Inc.
Pointe Coupee Animal Services

Ronald McDonald House Charities Midwest
MN, W1 1A

Rotary Lights, Inc.
Shelter Development Inc.
Southern Poverty Law Center, Inc.

Sparta TNR, Inc.

Team Rubicon

The Animal Sanctuary of St Croix Valley

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee

The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International
Western Technical College Foundation Inc.
Wisconsin Law Foundation Inc.

Women's Fund of Greater La Crosse, Inc.
World Animal Foundation

In 2023, Cia Siab received $55,888 for expansion bridge funding of the Hmoob
Housing First Program. In the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, housing
insecurity has been greatly exacerbated by rising housing costs. Cia Siab has
worked to establish and prioritize the housing needs of domestic violence and
sexual assault survivors within the Hmoob community. Through bilingual, bicultural
support and advocacy families can find safe and affordable housing, along with
connections for necessary housing repairs. With this funding Cia Siab was able to
hire additional domestic violence and sexual assault education and prevention staff
to better connect survivors to providers in the La Crosse community.

2023 GRANTEES

1000 Generations, Inc. Safe Families for Children

Adult & Teen Challenge of Western
Wisconsin Inc.

Aging and Disability Resource Center of
La Crosse County

Alzheimer's Association of Greater Wisconsin
Amara Rose Foundation, Inc.

American Red Cross Southwest Chapter
Aptiv Foundation Inc

ARC La Crosse Inc

Benedictine Health System

Bethany Lutheran Homes, Inc.
d/b/a Eagle Crest Communities

Bethany-5t. Joseph Corp

Border Kindness

Bridges of Belonging, Inc.-La Crosse

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of La Crosse
Cia Siab

Citizen Advocacy of ARC La Crosse
Compassion and Choices

Consumer Credit Counseling of La Crosse

Coulee Council on Addictions d/b/a Coulee
Recovery Center

Couleecap, Inc.

Doctors Without Borders USA

Down Syndrome Association of Wisconsin, Inc.
Driftless Recovery Community Foundation Inc
Emergency Food Basket, Inc.

Family & Children's Center

Fisher House Foundation

Great Rivers United Way

Gundersen Medical Foundation

Harry | Olson Senior Center

HSHS Sacred Heart Foundation

Independent Living Resources

Intentional Communities of Washtenaw County
IDRF International

Joe Was Just Joe Foundation Inc.

K9s for Warriors

Karuna, Inc.

La Crescent Area Healthy Community Partnership
La Crosse Area Veterans Mentor Program

La Crosse County Health Department

La Crosse County Human Services

La Crosse Lions Charities

Lakeview Health Center

Lutheran Social Services/Wisconsin
& Upper M, Inc.

Matthew’s Hope Ministries
Mayo Clinic Health System

Mental Health Coalition of the Greater
La Crosse Area

Mobile Meals of La Crosse

NAMI La Crosse County Inc

NAMI Wisconsin

National Multiple Sclerosis Society
New Horizons Shelter & Outreach Cirs,
Next Steps for Change, Inc.

OccuPaws Guide Dog Association

Partners in Health

PATCH La Crosse

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine
Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.

Planned Parenthood Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota

Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, Inc.

Professional Fire Fighters of Wisconsin
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation
REACH-A-Child

RHYMES (Runaway and Homeless Youth
Mediation and Emergency Services)

Saint Clare Health Mission Inc
Shriners Hospital for Children
Sparta Area Cancer Support, Inc.
St Clare Health Mission of Monroe County
Step By Step Family Support Center

The Hunger Task Force of La Crosse, Inc.
The Parenting Place

The Salvation Army

Trinity Lutheran Church

Verdecares Inc.

Veterans Heritage Project

WAFER, Inc.

Weigh of Life

WINN (What | Need Now)

Workforce Connections, Inc.

YWCA La Crosse

WILD ABOUT PHILANTHROPY! I‘
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Recreation & Wellness Spotlight:
Causeway Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers -
Oasis Respite Care

Causeway Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers received a $6,600 grant to
expand their Oasis Respite program to allow for additional socialization
and create new at-home opportunities for those with dementia,
Alzheimer's and other brain-related diagnoses. The program'’s expansion
also provides respite for caregivers and families. The new themed
programs such as 0ASIS Olympics, Camp 0ASIS, and 0ASIS Memories,
where a 1950"-s diner menu was served with displays of yearbooks, varsity
jackets, wedding photos, and a car show! In 2023, the Oasis Respite
program brought over 2,500 hours of care to 31 participants and lessened
the caregiving burden to 31 families in the La Crosse area.

Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin
Educational Fdn Inc

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater La Crosse
Brice Prairie Baseball Softball

Camp Send A Kid Inc.

CASA for Kids

Causeway Interfaith Volunteer
Caregivers, Inc.

Children's Museum of La Crosse, Inc.
City of La Crosse Parks, Rec. & Forestry
Every Body Can Dance, Inc.

Friends of Coulee Region RSVP

Friends of Snowflake Ski Jumping Inc
Gateway Area Council, BSA

Girl Scouts of Wisconsin-Badgerland
Council

HorseSense, Inc

La Crosse Area Family YMCA

La Crosse County 4-H

La Crosse Lightning Lacrosse Club
North American Squirrel Association
Outdoor Recreation Alliance

River City Youth Hockey

she Rock She Rock

Sparta Area National Night Out
Special Olympics Wisconsin
sugar Creek Bible Camp

The Good Fight Community Center
Town of Shelby

UW La Crosse

Village of West Salem

Wisconsin American Legion
Foundation, Inc

Wisconsin Badger Camp

\ 2023 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

Environment Spotlight:
Western's Urban Green Space

Western Technical College received $40,000 in 2023 to create an urban
green space designed by students enrolled in landscape and horticulture
programs. The project gave students the opportunity to implement
classroom lessons on sustainable design and development. Upon opening
in September 2023, the space offered community members a place to relax
and enjoy nature. With picnic tables, benches, and covered seating, this
high-traffic area is also dedicated to public servants with a donor wall.
Western plans to use the green space as a cross- disciplinary educational
area not only for Western students but also for local school children.

Alliance for the Great Lakes

Alliance for the Shenandoah Valley
Atchafalaya River Rescue

Clean Wisconsin

Clearwater Farm Foundation

Climate Alliance for the Common Good
Desert Foothills Land Trust Inc.
Friends of the Blufflands

Friends of the Mississippi River

Friends of the Upper Mississippi
Fishery Services

Gathering Waters Inc

Missouri River Bird Observatory
National Audubon Society
National Park Foundation

Natural Resource Foundation
of Wisconsin

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
sustainability Institute

The Arbor Day Foundation

The Nature Conservancy

The Nature Place / WisCorps, Inc.
Trout Unlimited National Office

US Friends of David Sheldrick Wildlife

Grow La Crosse Inc. Trust Inc.
Honor The Earth Western Technical College
Louisiana SPCA Wild Instincts

McDowell Sonoran Conservancy Wisconsin Public Radio

Mississippi Valley Conservancy

Culture & Diversity Spotlight:
Arte Popular Mexicano: Mexican Folk Art Collective
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The Pump House Regional Arts Center received $6,940 for its Mexican Folk
Art Collective exhibition in the fall of 2023, The display featured the work
of artists from across the United States and Mexico. Attracting the highest
attendance of the year, this exhibition offered interactive impact across
generations in the La Crosse area with performing art presentations,
ofrendas (offerings), and many more pieces honoring Dia de los Muertos.
With the growing Hispanic population in the La Crosse area and the state
of Wisconsin, cultural events like this improve community engagement
and cultural awareness.

2023 GRANTEES

American Indian Education Fund Region Inc

Black Leaders Acquiring Collective Norskedalen Nature and
Knowledge (BLACK) Inc. Heritage Center

Cia Siab Inc. Pump House Regional Arts Center
Hmoob Cultural and Community Riverside International

Agency (HCCA) Friendship Gardens

Hope Restores Corporation School District of Westby

La Crosse Dubna Friendship Teen International Media Exchange
Association Inc

Vesterheim Norwegian

Legal Action of Wisconsin American Museum

LGBTQ Resource Center for the 7 Rivers

LA CROSSE AREA
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Scholarship Spotlight:
The Good Fight Community Center

The Good Fight received $35,000 in unrestricted

2023 GRANTEES

American Association of University
Women-La Crosse Branch

Aquinas Catholic Schools
Foundation, Inc.

Aquinas Catholic Schools Inc.

Beloit College

Bethany Lutheran College

Bethel University

Biola University

Boston University

Cappella Performing Arts Center Inc.
Carleton College

Central Texas College

Colorado State University

Communities in Schools of the
Charleston Area Inc

Congregational Preschool
Coulee Reading Center, Inc.
Creighton University

Drake University

First Lutheran School

Folds of Honor Arizona Chapter
Gearlp, Inc

Georgetown University
Gundersen Medical Foundation
Holmen Area School District

lowa State University

Junior Achievement of Wisconsin Inc.
Coulee Region

La Crosse Association for Home and
Community Education

La Crosse Public Education
: Foundation, Inc.

Lake Country School

Lawrence University

Luther College

Macalester College

Marquette University

Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Minnesota State University - Mankato
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Minot State University

Montana State University

Nerds On A Mission Corporation

New York University

North Dakota State University
Foundation

Morthern Michigan University
(Scholarship)

Northwestern University
Onalaska Education Foundation
Onalaska School District
Paperback Rider Inc

Prairie Catholic Schools
Providence Academy, Inc.

Rochester Community and
Technical College

School District of Bangor

School District of La Crosse

south Dakota State University
Southwest Wis. Tech College

St Mary’s University of Minnesota
ot. Norbert College

St Olaf College

The University of Maine

funds in 2023 for organizational sustainability.
Through this unrestricted funding, The Good Fight
was able to hire a nonprofit consultant to offer
various professional development trainings for
its employees. These steps toward sustainability
have allowed The Good Fight to support the

64% increase in students attending The Good
Fight's after-school programming. In addition to
supporting middle school-aged children in the
La Crosse community, The Good Fight provides
local school districts with in-school behavior
specialists and after-school support, increasing
emotional, mental, and educational success.

University of British Columbia,
Vancouver campus

University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign

University of lowa

University of lowa Foundation
University of Minnesota - Morris
University of Minnesota Foundation
University of Minnesota-Duluth
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
University of New Haven

University of Notre Dame
University of Wisconsin Foundation
UW Superior

UW-Eau Claire

UW-La Crosse Foundation
UW-Madison

UW-Milwaukee

UW-0shkosh

UW-Platteville

UW-River Falls

UW-Stevens Point

UW-Stout

UW-Whitewater Foundation
Viterbo University

Wake Forest University

West Salem School District

Western Technical College
Foundation Inc.

Willamette University
Winona State University
Wisconsin FIRST Robotics, Inc.

.I .\:

Faith Spotlight:
Maureen & Robert Freedland
Community Fund for Studies of

the Shoah (Holocaust)

Maureen and Robert
Freedland established
a community fund for
studies of the Shoah
(Holocaust) in memory
of their families,

and dedicated to all
people who come to
America for religious
freedom. Teaching
about the Holocaust
can inspire students to

think critically about the past and their own roles and
responsibilities today. Their first fund, established in
2007, supported the School District of La Crosse and a
|ater fund was added for diversity education throughout
the Coulee Region. Funds have provided teacher
training, books, films, curricula and resource materials,
essay contests, presentations, student opportunities to
meet survivors, a traveling library and more.

2023 GRANTEES

A Place of Grace Ltd.

Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church

Cathedral of Saint Joseph
the Workman

Catholic Daughters
of America

Christ Episcopal Church

Country Coon Prairie Church
Preservation, Inc

Diocese of La Crosse
English Lutheran Church

Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem

Faith United Methodist
Church

Fellowship of Catholic
University Students - FOCUS

First Congregational Church

First Evangelical Lutheran
Church

First Presbyterian Church

First Teens Clothes Closet of
First Lutheran Church

S

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
La Crosse Area Synod ELCA
LaCrosse Jail Ministry, Inc.

Lutheran Campus Ministry of
La Crosse Area Synod

Mary Mother of the Church

Our Lady of Mercy
Community Outreach
Services

Our Savior's Lutheran Church

Roncalli Newman
Catholic Center

School District of La Crosse
School District of Westby

Society of 5t. Vincent de
Paul - Madsion

St. Augustine University
Parish

St. Elias Eastern Orthodox
Church

st. Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church

The Culture Project

A%
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Arts & Humanities Spotlight:
Driftless Urban Orchestra Inc

In 2023, Driftless Urban Orchestra received $10,100 for its
Reinforce Outreach and Access in Music (ROAM) project.
This funding provided a high-quality portable piano,
mallet percussion equipment, and mobile livestreaming
equipment. These instruments expanded the orchestra's
outreach events to expose children in the community

to music. An event at the Red Balloon Early Learning
Centers in La Crosse, introduced young children from
the ages of 1-4 years old to basic musical concepts and
how different instruments create sound, with children
getting hands-on time with the instruments! The ROAM
project furthers Driftless Urban Orchestra’s mission to
feature emerging and historically excluded composers
by creating live and livestreamed opportunities for

the greater La Crosse area to access high quality live

concerts.

2023 GRANTEES

Coulee Region Alliance for
the Visual Arts Inc

Desert Foothills Library
Driftless Urban Orchestra Inc
Friends of PBS Wisconsin, Inc

Friends of the La Crescent
Public Library

Friends of the Smithsonian
Institute

Giving Hearts Choir
Kids From Wisconsin Ltd.
La Crosse Boychoir, Inc.

La Crosse Chamber
Chorale, Inc.

La Crosse Community
Theatre

La Crosse Concert Band

La Crosse County
Historical Society

La Crosse Symphony
Orchestra, Inc.

Musical Instrument Museum
Opera for the Young, Inc.

Pump House Regional
Arts Center

United Fund for the Arts
and Humanities

Warehouse Alliance Inc.

WILD ABOUT PHILANTHROPY! I‘
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Through the incredible collaboration with our
donors, fundholders, and constituents, we can
provide many grants and scholarships in various
locations in La Crosse County and beyond!

Total Grants Total Grants Total Grants

& Scholarships & Scholarships & Scholarships
QOutside of in Wisconsin in La Crosse County
Wisconsin Outside of La Crosse County

\ 2023 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

La Crosse Aré fLaCro
honored to serVve ALL °

“Investing in communities. For Good.
Forever” must also extend beyond
grantmaking and into future generations.
We are honored to have hosted our
second fellow from the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse and continue to
enhance our affiliate partnerships!

FELLOW FEATURE

Through the support of the UWL Community Engaged
Fellowships, the La Crosse Area Community Foundation
has been able to support the personal and professional
development of a student for the past two years. This
year, UWL senior Paige Hagemann worked with us

30 hours a week in the summer and 10 hours a week
during the school year.

LACF has provided real-world experiences including
nonprofit organization support, board governance, grant

application evaluation, stewardship, digital content creation, and the day-to-day functioning
of a community foundation. The UWL Community Engaged Fellowship was made possible by
Ron and Jane Rada, agained on the La Crosse community, nonprofits, and overall technical
work has been invaluable. | can confidently say this has been the best experience I've had
during my time at UWL," says Hagemann, reflecting on her time as an LACF Fellow. The
fellowship program continues with a new student, Nainil Jariwala, in 2024,
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